Think Your Life's a Prison?
Think Again,

These books are heartbreaking, painiful,
poignant and purposeful. Beasd on.

SHAMGHAI TANGO: A MEMOIR
{Atlantic Books) By Jin Xing
Born a boy, Jin Xing's ehildhood dream
was to be a ballerina. And against the
odds, that's what he became. After
visiting the States, Jin realises that sex.
change operations are viable and heads
back 10 his native China
for surgery. But Jin
soon finds out the
SUFREEry comes with
1 SETioWS risks. Jin talks
- Trankly about the ups
p-nl'-p and downs - the outs
and the ins - of the
journey to becom-
ing a woman and,
later, a mother.
A sample story of a
Wi trapped ina man's body,

THE ALMOST MOGMN

(Picadar] By Alice Sebold

This now novel, by the author of The
Lovirly Bones, examines the fraught and
complox relationship between a mother
and daughter. Helen kills her mother,
Detached, she thinks back to episodes
in her life that brought her to this point.
in this boak, which all womens will some-
how relate to, Sebold’s heraing comes
to sea the value in people, including
her mother, as har late father once
described it: "The moon is ever-present,
but for most of the time you only
soe & fraction of its beauty = it is an
almost mpn.”

The Restis | listory
Bopks abioul the past, and how it affects
the present and defines the future,

DRESDEM, TEMMESSEE

iFaber And Faber] By Carghyn Slaughter
Most acts of extreme destruction in
higtary have signalled the onset of a
Diaspora, but how does this affect future
Eenerations? Dresden in Germany was
bomibed M4t in 1945, The peopie wha és-
caped fed to the corners of the aarth.

Ei BOcomEIE Faar

vears later, a similar tate be- | . EHEE A3

fell the wWorkd Trade Center,
citadel of trade and com-
maerce. But th lass, then, kad

a trickle-down effect. Over-
worked office worker Kurt
Altman, & German-American,
I5 struck by amnesia, Con-
winced Miw York is about to be
terrorised again, he 5 consumed
by the compulsion to travel
south. En noute he meets Hannah, with
whom he has an immediate rapport, but
the journey doesn't end until he hits the
town of Dresden, in Tennesses, and un-
witTingly hookes up with Frieda, a friend of
his mthers since World 'War 1L A% the his-
tory of Dresden, Germany feeds into the
present, the veil of forgetting is gradually
fted. An interesting look at the impact of
historical shifts on those directly imwokwed
a5 widl a5 those that live in their wake,

I'ﬁ-lr" -ul
a Rad Year

DILARY OF A RAD YEAR
{Rafddm House) is not
an easy read. Bul this s
1M. Cootzes we'ne talk-
ing about. & respected
Pd-yoar-old writer hires
his neighbour's trophy
girtfriend to be his typ-
i1, He requests her
services becouss the “tomato-
ried shift she wore” when they met
“wiks 50 startling in its brevity” Her
boyiriend, irritated by the attentions
of the “crumplid old fellow,” starts to
hatch & plan. The noved ts divided into
Iwo, sometimes three, narratives -
literally lines cutting through the
pages - which takes some time to
setthe into, it's perfect, thowugh, for
those looking to gain more insight

Oprah’s
Thoughts On
] Tvr New
Book Club
Selection

LOVE IN THE TIME OF CHOLERA,
[Rancom House) By Gabriel Garcia Mangues
“This is one of the most beautiful ang
greatost love stories | have ever read. It's
& captivating story about & passicnate
but troubled love affair that takes place
over the course of 50 years. It Is so beay-
tifully written that it really takes you to
another place in time and will make you
a5k yoursell. How bong could 1, or would
L ‘wait fior love?”

3 Great B{Z'.;!L]'l Reads

N EX AND THE CITY (Pan)
By Alexandra Heminsley
If you've recently been
dumped then this one is
definitely for youw. it's not
i deeply intellectual read
but the book is a satisfy
Ing page-turmer about the
pin of love

T Scandal
.:,l' ihe Seanon

Bowmin Crin

B THE SCANDAL OF THE
SEASON [Random House)
By Sophie Gee

IT you enjoyed thi 1988
movieE DangFerous Liad-
S00s, you'll love this story
of seduction and conspir-
acy. It will entice from tha
very first page

B STRANGE MERVOUS
LALGHTER i0shun)

By Briciget McMulty

This funmy story, set in
Durban, deals with the
lives of six characters,
with healthy doses of sex
leve, self-discovery - and
in appealing quirkiness




